Ancient Kingdoms of the Nile


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Hatshepsut’s Temple 

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A, 

TOPIC:  Ancient Kingdoms of the Nile

MAJOR IDEA:  The annual flooding of the Nile created a fertile area for Stone Age farmers to settle.  These settlers aggregated into communities, which would eventually develop into a large-scale civilization sharing a common culture.  Ancient Egypt’s success, growth, culture and eventual decline all revolved around the Nile.  The history of ancient Egypt is defined by periods known as kingdoms (old, middle and new).  The importance of the Nile is reflected in the relief paintings in Hatshepsut’s Temple.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What can we learn about ancient Egyptian society from Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· How is the importance of the Nile reflected in the relief paintings and ornamentation of Hatshepsut’s Temple?

· How did the pharaohs, particularly Hatshepsut, use the Nile to maintain and advance Egypt’s commerce and trade network?

· Why and how were Hatshepsut’s Temple and other monumental structures in ancient Egypt built?

· How did geography influence ancient Egypt?

· What was Egypt’s relationship with neighboring countries?  
· What was the importance of history in the ancient Egypt?  How did Hatshepsut’s Temple demonstrate that importance?
· How have we learned or come to understand so much about ancient Egypt?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Images of the relief from Hatshepsut’s Temple depicting the trade expedition to Punt.

· World map and a map of ancient Egypt.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Have students read The Temple of Queen Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari and then consider the above aim, ‘How have we learned or come to understand some much about ancient Egypt?’  As a class discuss how and what we have learned from the architecture and archaeology of ancient Egypt.  Debate the ethics of excavating tombs and removing artifacts to other countries.
· Create a temple relief depicting the importance of the Nile in the development of ancient Egypt.  Then have students write a brief history to accompany the relief.
· Use a map to place and locate all the ancient civilizations being studied in this unit.  Have students consider the geographic locations and their contributions to the development of the specific civilizations.  Consider how contemporaneous civilizations interacted.  Color code the map for different time periods.
· Create an ongoing world history timeline project.  For ancient Egypt create a timeline of the dynasties, the pharaohs, important events and achievements in Egypt’s history.  Be sure to place Hatshepsut’s reign and important events during her reign on the timeline.
RESOURCES:

· Outline of a world map.

· The Temple of Queen Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari by The Ministry of Culture, The Supreme Council of Antiquities in association with the Polish Centre of Archaeology.

HOMEWORK:

· How is Egypt’s relationship with other countries reflected in Hatshepsut’s Temple?  Write a short paper explaining the connections. 

· Choose one of the relief drawings in Hatshepsut’s Temple and write a story based on the images.  Write out the story of the relief scene.

· Write an essay comparing a modern feat of construction to a pyramid.  Consider both the structural and symbolic aspects taking into account the cultural significance of the structure.  Modern examples might be the White House, a skyscraper or a national monument.
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